
Calvary Episcopal Preparatory 6th Grade Summer Reading 2020 

Students in sixth grade are asked to read two (one required, one from options listed below) books for summer 

reading, as follows:  

1. The Strangers by Margaret Peterson Haddix  (REQUIRED) 

(From Amazon) The Greystone kids thought they knew. Chess has always been the 

protector over his younger siblings, Emma loves math, and Finn does what Finn does 

best—acting silly and being adored. They’ve been a happy family, just the three of them 

and their mom. But everything changes when reports of three kidnapped children—who 

share the same first and middle names, ages, and exact birth dates as the Greystone 

kids—reach the Greystone family. This bizarre coincidence makes them wonder: Who 

exactly are these strangers? Before Chess, Emma, and Finn can question their mom about 

it, she takes off on a mysterious work trip. But puzzling clues left behind lead to complex 

codes, hidden rooms, and a dangerous secret that will turn their world upside down. 

ASSESSMENT: Pass AR test by August 21st or do a Book Report Project due the 2nd 

week of school (see attached list). 

2. Charlie Hernández & the League of Shadows by Ryan Calejo (OPTION) 

(From Amazon) Charlie Hernández has always been proud of his Latin American 

heritage. Thanks to his abuela’s stories, Charlie possesses an almost encyclopedic 

knowledge of the monsters and ghouls who have spent the last five hundred years 

haunting the imaginations of children across the Iberian Peninsula. But when Charlie 

begins to experience freaky bodily manifestations—ones all too similar to those 

described by his grandma in his favorite legend—he is suddenly swept up in a world 

where the mythical beings he’s spent his entire life hearing about seem to be walking 

straight out of the pages of Hispanic folklore and into his life. And even stranger, they 

seem to know more about him than he knows about himself. Soon, Charlie finds himself 

in the middle of an ancient battle between La Liga, a secret society of legendary 

mythological beings sworn to protect the Land of the Living, and La Mano Negra (a.k.a. 

the Black Hand), a cabal of evil spirits determined to rule mankind. With only the help of 

his lifelong crush, Violet Rey, and his grandmother’s stories to guide him, Charlie must 

navigate a world where monsters and brujas rule and things he couldn’t possibly imagine 

go bump in the night. ASSESSMENT:  Pass AR test by August 21th or do a Book 

Report Project due the 2nd week of school (see attached list). 

3. Sweep: The Story of a Girl and Her Monsters by Jonathan Auxier (OPTION) 

(From Amazon) It's been five years since the Sweep disappeared. Orphaned and alone, 

Nan Sparrow had no other choice but to work for a ruthless chimney sweep named 

Wilkie Crudd. She spends her days sweeping out chimneys. The job is dangerous and 

thankless, but with her wits and will, Nan has managed to beat the deadly odds time and 

time again. When Nan gets stuck in a chimney fire, she fears the end has come. Instead, 

she wakes to find herself unharmed in an abandoned attic. And she is not alone. Huddled 

in the corner is a mysterious creature—a golem—made from soot and ash. Sweep is the 

story of a girl and her monster. Together, these two outcasts carve out a new life—saving 

each other in the process. Lyrically told by one of today's most powerful 

storytellers, Sweep is a heartrending adventure about the everlasting gifts of friendship 

and wonder. ASSESSMENT:  Pass AR test by August 21st or do a Book Report 

Project due the 2nd week of school (see attached list). 



 

  4. Stay by Bobbie Pyron (OPTION)                      

(From Amazon) Piper’s life is turned upside down when her family moves into a shelter 

in a whole new city. She misses her house, her friends, and her privacy—and 

she hates being labeled the homeless girl at her new school. But while Hope House offers 

her new challenges, it also brings new friendships, like the girls in Firefly Girls Troop 

423 and a sweet street dog named Baby. So when Baby’s person goes missing, Piper 

knows she has to help. But helping means finding the courage to trust herself and her new 

friends, no matter what anyone says about them—before Baby gets taken away for good. 

Told in alternating perspectives, this classic and heartfelt animal tale proclaims the 

importance of hope, the power of story, and the true meaning of home. ASSESSMENT: 

Pass AR test by August 21st or do Book Report Project due on the 2nd week of school 

(see attached list). 

4. Stay by Bobbie Pyron (OPTION)                      

(From Amazon) Alex’s original hair-raising tales are the only thing keeping the witch 

Natacha happy, but soon he’ll run out of pages to read from and be trapped forever. He’s 

loved scary stories his whole life, and he knows most don’t have a happily ever after. 

Now that Alex is trapped in a true terrifying tale, he’s desperate for a different ending—

and a way out of this twisted place. This modern spin on the Scheherazade story is 

perfect for fans of Coraline and A Tale Dark and Grimm. With interwoven tips on 

writing with suspense, adding in plot twists, hooks, interior logic, and dealing with 

writer’s block, this is the ideal book for budding writers and all readers of delightfully 

just-dark-enough tales. ASSESSMENT: Pass AR test by August 21st or do Book 

Report Project due on the 2nd week of school (see attached list). 

 

BLUEBONNET BOOK CHALLENGE:  Students who read and pass (with a 70 or higher) AR tests 

on 10 chapter Bluebonnet books will receive lunch or a Starbucks treat purchased by their ELA teachers. They 

will also be able to compete in the battle. Students who read 7 books will be eligible to vote for the winning 

Bluebonnet Book. Those who read 17 of the 20 books will be able to attend the Bluebonnet party. Students who 

read all 20 Bluebonnet books will receive a free dress pass for a week! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Book report options for 6th grade summer reading 

 

1. Heroes and superheroes 

Select two or three people your character would think of as a hero or superhero. Describe the characteristics of 

the hero and why those characteristics would be important to your character. Also describe which characteristics 

your character would most want for himself/herself that the hero or superhero possesses. Report must be at least 

a page long.  

2. Write a letter to the author  

Include all elements of a friendly letter. Share your opinion of the book and why, your favorite character I the 

book, which character you are most like and why, your favorite part of the book and why, and questions you 

have about the book. Include your return address on the letter and an addressed envelope if you wish to send the 

letter. Letter must be at least a page long.  

3. New Ending 

Write a different ending for the story and tell how it affects the characters OR add an extra chapter for the book 

that gives more details about an event that has already been described or a new event. This chapter should be at 

least a page long. 

***Please note that ALL summer reading AR tests are due on the first Friday of school, August 21th.  Any 

test taken after this date will result in the late policy rules.  


